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King Erystichthon cuts down the sacred oak dedicated to Ceres, the goddess of plenty.
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No trees = No fuel.
No trees = erosion
Erosion = no food

Roman Decline 100 CE
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PENUVIAN BAKK TREE PLANTATIONS IN YHE NEILGHEXKY HILLS, INDIA : SR WILLIAM DENISON, GOVERNOR OF MADRAS, PLANTING YHE FIRST TREE IN A NEW PLANTATION,
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Decadal losses in global forest over the last three centuries Our World

Decadal forest loss is measured as the average net loss every ten years, in hectares. This is deforestation minus increases in forest area through afforestation. in Data
There is no single dataset that applies a consistent or transparent methodology for deforestation over centuries. Two different datasets are therefore shown:
these still shown the overall development and transition of deforestation from temperate to tropical areas, but magnitudes should not be combined at the crossover point.

Historical data from Williams (2006) UN FAO data
1700 to 1995 “1980 to 2020 ~

.17 ‘60 ‘80 1800 ‘20 ‘40 ‘60 ‘80 1900 20 ‘95 1980 2000 20
Forest gain

0

l

Forest loss

19 million h
million ha net .
loss per decade 47 million ha net loss
30 million ha net in the last decade
We lost 53M hectares in the tropics.
This ilsoesqsuirfg:'egte:::gs An area twice the size of New Zealand.
area the size of Italy We gained 6M ha in temperate regions.
An area twice the size of Belgium.
B '
Tempiractje dﬁ:o?sr?ﬂo{} Global loss = 53M - 6M = 47M ha.
pe%feth:en20teh c’:ntuiy An area the size of Sweden.

Temperate forests ’ 51 million ha net loss
. : from 2000-2009

L78 million ha net loss
in the 1990s

(I \ 102 million ha net loss
115 million ha net in the 1980s
loss per decade

Tropical forests

For the purposes of this chart, temperate and tropical forests have been "
aggregated based on their classification at the national level. G.|°b3| and tropical forest loss
peaked in the 1980s and early 1990s

By the Williams methodology, this was —
151 million ha net loss

OurWorldinData.org - Research and data to make

Data sou Pr > data from Williams (2006
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Roos and Guiterman 2021
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